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MONTANA PBS PRODUCER WINS TWO 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL EMMY AWARDS
MISSOULA -
John Twiggs, a television producer with the Broadcast Media Center at The University 
of Montana, received two Northwest Regional Emmy awards during June 9 ceremonies in 
Seattle. Twiggs was nominated in three categories for work on the Montana PBS series 
“Backroads of Montana. ”
Twiggs’ first award was for his story on Johnnie Thomas, a Miles City resident who 
has researched and written about her family’s connection to the African-American history of 
Eastern Montana.
“Johnnie Thomas typifies the kind of people we meet on ‘Backroads,’” Twiggs said. 
“She has a generous spirit and was so willing to share her story with us and with Montana.”
Twiggs also was awarded an Emmy for his photography of a wind generation farm near 
Judith Gap. William Marcus, director of the Broadcast Media Center, said the award 
recognizes another of Twiggs’ talents.
“Over the years John has won four regional Emmy awards, all in different categories,” 
Marcus said. “It’s nice to see his talents in documentary work, storytelling, editing -  and now
-more-
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photography -  recognized by his peers. And his competitors in the category were all 
photographers from KING-TV in Seattle.”
Overall, Montana PBS did well in the Northwest Region, he said, receiving nine 
nominations for programs produced at KUFM-TV in Missoula and KUSM-TV in Bozeman.
Marcus said Montana PBS supporters can be proud of the standing the service has in 
the region. “We were up against the biggest stations in the Northwest -  and much bigger 
public TV stations in Oregon and Seattle. We came away looking very good.”
Montana PBS is a collaborative service of KUFM-TV at UM and KUSM-TV at 
Montana State University-Bozeman. The service is available in more than 150 communities in 
Montana.
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